
   

 

 

Australian Olympic Committee Annual General Meeting 

Sydney,  30 April 2022 

 

Thank you to you all for your warm welcome. It is always great to be back in Australia and in 

the great Olympic city of Sydney. 

 

I still vividly remember my last visit to your Annual General Meeting, back in 2019. It was not 

so long ago, but how much the world has changed since then.  

 

With the global pandemic, nothing is as it was before. The Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022 

were the most recent example of what this new reality means for us in the Olympic Movement. 

Not only did these Games take place during a pandemic and for the first time ever in a closed-

loop environment. They also took place during a time of escalating international political 

tensions, threatening to undermine the fundamental purpose of the Olympic Games: to unite 

the entire world in peaceful competition.  

 

As early as January 2020, we could already see the dark clouds of the growing politicisation of 

sport on the horizon. We also saw that in some peoples’ minds, the boycott ghosts of the past 

were rearing their ugly heads again. 

 

This is why, since the beginning of 2020, we intensified our efforts to get our unifying mission 

across to as many leaders and decision-makers as possible: the United Nations, the G20 

leaders, intergovernmental organisations and national governments, individual politicians and 

many more. We stressed that the Olympic Games can only accomplish our mission to unite all 

humanity in all our diversity, if the Games stand beyond all differences and political disputes. 

We appealed to them to respect this precious mission. 

 

In this context, I would like to express my thanks and gratitude to the AOC and the Australian 

government for always defending the Olympic Games and supporting this unifying mission at 

the United Nations and many other international fora.  

 



 2 

Australia has a special place in the Olympic community because you are the only NOC, together 

with Greece, to have participated in all editions of the Olympic Games. This steadfast support 

for our shared Olympic values is a hallmark of the AOC and I would like to thank the entire 

Australian Olympic community from the bottom of my heart for your unwavering dedication 

to our mission.  

 

We were happy and proud that for the duration of the Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022, 

our efforts paid off. All the athletes could make their dream come true and compete at the 

Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022.  

 

The athletes showed their gratitude and responded with outstanding performances and with 

an unprecedented Olympic spirit. The athletes were cheered on by their fellow competitors. 

They respected and supported each other. They embraced each other, even if their countries 

were divided by conflict. In doing so, the athletes set an example of solidarity and peace for 

the world.  

 

“Give peace a chance” – this was my appeal to the political leaders across the world in my 

opening speech. Alas, the Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022 were but a fleeting moment of 

hope.  

 

Only four days after the Closing Ceremony, the invasion of Ukraine by the Russian army 

shocked the world.  

 

As John highlighted so eloquently in his remarks, the IOC reacted immediately after Russia, 

supported by Belarus, started the war in Ukraine and thereby blatantly violating the Olympic 

Truce resolution.  

 

The position of the Olympic Movement on the war in Ukraine is outlined in my “Give Peace A 

Chance” message which has been shared widely. Since we published this message on the 11th 

of March, almost all sports organisations and sports event organisers worldwide are following 

the respective sanctions, measures and recommendations outlined in the message. 
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Our actions were two-fold: sanctioning and protective measures. This involved finding the right 

balance between on the one hand sanctioning those in the Russian government who are 

responsible for this war; and on the other hand, protecting the integrity and fairness of global 

competitions by not allowing Russian and Belarusian athletes to take part in competitions, or 

to at least prohibit any identification of their nationality.  

 

At the same time, we have strengthened our humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian Olympic 

community. We have been overwhelmed with an outpouring of solidarity from stakeholders 

across the Olympic Movement. To make this assistance as efficient as possible we have not 

only established a solidarity fund, we have also called on our IOC Member Sergii Bubka in his 

capacity as President of the NOC of Ukraine, to lead our efforts. With the donations received 

from Olympic Movement stakeholders, this solidarity fund now totals over 2 million US dollars. 

These efforts take the form not just of financial aid, but also logistical support and ensuring 

that Ukrainian athletes can continue to take part in competitions by providing travel support, 

training facilities, accommodation, equipment and uniforms, amongst others. 

  

While all this brought clarity to all stakeholders of the Olympic Movement and helped us to 

maintain unity, it also highlights the dilemma that we are facing with this breach of the Olympic 

Truce. We cannot fully live up to our mission to unify the world in a peaceful competition.   

 

Our position has been widely appreciated by governments and organisations both within and 

outside the Olympic Movement.  

 

The Ukrainian Minister of Youth and Sport, Vadym Guttsait, summed up how our actions are 

perceived by the people and the Olympic community in Ukraine. During a recent visit to the 

IOC he said, and I quote: “I would like to express my gratitude for the solidarity and the efforts 

of the IOC and the international sport community to support Ukrainian people and Ukrainian 

athletes. We welcome the rapid decisions taken by the IOC with regard to Russia and Belarus, 

which have sent a clear and strong signal to the entire sport community that the IOC stands 

with Ukraine in this difficult time. I also want to thank the Olympic Movement for the solidarity 

fund set up to support our community, and in particular the Ukrainian NOC President, Sergii 

Bubka, who helps with the coordination efforts and stands by our side every day.”  
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The war in Ukraine is unique for the Olympic Movement precisely because it is such a blatant 

violation of the Olympic Truce, but also because of the of the global response. All this does not, 

however, make us forget the victims of the far too many other wars and conflicts in our fragile 

world. In our Olympic community we are all equal and this is why everyone affected by war 

deserves our attention and support. This is exactly what we are continuing to do.  

 

Fortunately, the Olympic Movement can address these challenges from a position of strength. 

In our uncertain times, this position was never a foregone conclusion. We laid the foundation 

for this with the results of our Olympic Agenda 2020 reforms and with our Olympic Agenda 

2020+5, which is already well underway.  

 

This strength of the Olympic Movement, and the deepening role of sport in society, is 

recognised and appreciated by the international community. Numerous resolutions and 

declarations from the United Nations General Assembly, to the G20 Leaders, and many others 

have affirmed the essential role of sport to promote peace and sustainable development.  

 

The strong standing the Olympic Movement enjoys in wider society is also reflected by the fact 

that despite the extremely challenging circumstances of the global pandemic and war, we did 

not lose a single TOP Partner or Rights-Holding Broadcaster. On the contrary. Only earlier this 

month, we announced Deloitte as a new TOP Partner until 2032. Having one of the so-called 

Big Four firms join our TOP Programme is both a testimony to the attractiveness of the Olympic 

Games and to the confidence in the governance of the IOC. They would not have committed if 

they were not absolutely convinced of the integrity and soundness of our organisation. 

 

Deloitte is one of several TOP Partners who have signed on until 2032. The other ones being 

Omega, Visa, Coca-Cola and Mengniu. This means that you already know today who some of 

the major sponsors will be to support the Olympic Games Brisbane 2032.  

 

We see a similar picture on the broadcast side. While we do not know yet who will broadcast 

the Olympic Games Brisbane 2032 in Australia, we already have Rights-Holding Broadcasters 

from a number of major markets who committed to bring the Olympic Games, including 
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Brisbane 2032, to a global audience. The latest one to join this illustrious club is CBC / Radio 

Canada who signed up just a few weeks ago.  

 

Brisbane is not only benefitting from this great confidence and support from our partners and 

sponsors. Brisbane is also the first to benefit from our new candidature procedure.  

 

Under Olympic Agenda 2020, we revolutionised this procedure to select hosts for Olympic 

Games. This has also greatly contributed to our position of strength today. As a result of our 

more flexible and targeted approach, we have already now a significant number of interested 

parties from around the globe for the Olympic Games 2036 and some even for 2040.  

 

This level of interest in hosting the Olympic Games puts us in the most favourable position 

ever. I cannot remember a time when we had such a significant number of interested parties 

to host Olympic Games 14 or even 18 years in advance.  

 

While we can be happy and proud of our present situation, we also must realise that this 

position of strength did not just magically fall from heaven. We had to work hard to get there. 

And we have to continue to change to address our new challenges.  

 

This is the objective of our Olympic Agenda 2020+5.  

 

Change or be changed – this slogan continues to drive us.  

 

With Olympic Agenda 2020+5 we are strengthening the role of sport as an important enabler 

for the UN Sustainable Development Goals. One of our key actions in this regard is to address 

the global climate crisis. The IOC will be a climate-positive organisation by 2024 and we are 

committed to make the Olympic Games climate-positive at the latest by 2030. We are 

partnering with the UN to plant an Olympic Forest in Sub-Saharan Africa, to over-compensate 

our emissions. Olympic House, our IOC headquarters, is certified as one of the most sustainable 

buildings in the world. These are just a few examples of our full commitment in the fight against 

climate change. 
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With Olympic Agenda 2020+5 we are promoting solidarity through sport around the world. We 

are doing so through our Olympic Refuge Foundation; through supporting the Olympic 

communities in Ukraine, Afghanistan and other areas affected by conflict; we increased the 

direct support for athletes by 25 per cent in the Olympic Solidarity budget.  

 

With Olympic Agenda 2020+5 we will continue to lead by example in corporate citizenship: 

strengthening good governance throughout the Olympic Movement; fostering gender equality 

and inclusion; developing an IOC human rights strategy – these are just some of many 

initiatives to bolster our credibility and integrity. 

 

Olympic Agenda 2020+5 is driving the digitalisation of the Olympic Movement. One of the 

many actions in this regard will be the second edition of the Olympic Virtual Series, a unique 

digital experience to grow direct engagement with new audiences in virtual sports.  

 

With Olympic Agenda 2020+5 we are enhancing the road to the Olympic Games for the 

athletes. We are doing so by launching an Olympic qualifier series for Paris 2024 for four urban 

sports. This completely new format will blend sport and culture in a festival atmosphere in 

major city locations, taking sport to where the people are. 

 

These are just a few examples to illustrate that implementing Olympic Agenda 2020+5 is 

already well underway. We had to hit the ground running, because the global pandemic has 

confronted the entire world and us in the Olympic Movement with unprecedented challenges.  

 

The historic decision to postpone the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 illustrated this. These were 

historic Olympic Games and it took an unprecedented effort to make them happen – and to 

make them happen in a safe way.  

 

We could only make these first-ever postponed Olympic Games a reality because of the unified 

support of everyone in our Olympic community. This is all the more remarkable given the 

extremely difficult and constantly evolving environment we had to face in the months of the 

pandemic. 
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There was an overwhelming positive global response to these Olympic Games.  

 

The athletes expressed their gratitude and appreciation by creating emotional images:  

connecting with each other in an unprecedented intense way; savouring every moment 

together after having been separated by the pandemic for so long.  

 

Seeing everyone united in Tokyo was truly magical. These deeply human moments touched 

the hearts of billions of people around the world and it touched our hearts. They put the 

spotlight on our Olympic values. 

 

The athletes gave these Games a great Olympic soul. This made the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 

the Olympic Games of hope, solidarity and peace. 

 

Perhaps because of the troubled times we are living through, people from across the globe and 

from all walks of life appreciated this message of hope and solidarity like never before.  Over 3 

billion people tuned in to coverage from the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 across linear TV and 

digital platforms. 28 billion views on digital platforms made these the first streaming Games 

and most watched Olympic Games ever on digital platforms.  

 

The Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 also set a new Olympic record in diversity. 93 NOCs won 

medals – more than at any previous Olympic Games.  

 

The Australian Olympic Committee and all Australian athletes played an essential part in 

writing history in Tokyo. 99 of your athletes won medals in 15 sports – the third highest medal 

tally for Australia of all times.  

 

You also hold another record: zero positive virus cases among the Australian team of nearly 

900 athletes and staff.  

 

This is something that you can all be extremely proud of. Without your determination, these 

Olympic Games would not have happened in such a successful and safe way.  

 

For all these reasons I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to each and everyone in the 

Australian Olympic Committee. 

 



 8 

There is one Aussie in particular that I would like to acknowledge today, who has played a truly 

indispensable role with regards to the great success of Tokyo 2020, but also in so many other 

ways, serving Australian sport and the Olympic Movement at large: Your outgoing President, 

our dear friend, John Coates.  

 

Dear John, what a journey this has been. When I appointed you in 2013 as Chair of the Tokyo 

2020 Coordination Committee, none of us could have imagined what the future had in store 

for us.  

 

Both in the leadup to and after the historic decision to postpone the Olympic Games Tokyo 

2020, we had long periods when we were in almost daily contact to address the challenges 

related to the postponement.  

  

In such circumstances, you realise who your real friends are. As the saying goes, a friend in 

need is a friend indeed. A friend you can rely on when things get rough. A friend you can trust 

no matter which way the wind blows.  

 

Even though I have known you even from the time before you became AOC President – yes, 

such a time did once exist – during this extraordinary experience with Tokyo, I think we even 

deepened our already strong bonds of friendship.  

 

This is why I would like to thank you for your trust and your friendship. We always shared the 

same philosophy and understood each other without many words. This mutual trust was the 

foundation which ultimately led to the great success of the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020.     

 

You brought all your experience, reliability and trustworthiness to bear in all your interactions 

with the Organising Committee, the Japanese authorities and all our partners during this 

difficult period. You built trustful relationships with two Presidents of the Organising 

Committee, Mori Yoshiro and Hashimoto Seiko, with the entire Tokyo 2020 management team 

and with so many others of our Japanese friends.  
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In this respect, we should also pay tribute to our dear friend Alex Gilady, who stood 

unwaveringly at your and our side. We all miss him so very much.  

 

We did something together that never has been done before – and frankly, something that 

many people did not believe we could pull off: safely organise postponed Olympic Games 

during a global pandemic.  

 

This is why I will always be grateful to you, John, even more so because I still have a bad 

conscience for all the sleepless nights that you had to go through in the weeks and months 

before Tokyo.  

 

As you prepare to step down as AOC President, you can hopefully look forward to catching up 

on some well-deserved rest. But having known you for as long I have, I am pretty sure that you 

will very quickly be back in action and at the service of Olympic sport.  

 

This is why I am very happy that the IOC will continue to benefit from your wisdom, in your 

capacity as IOC Vice-President and Chair of the Legal Commission. I am even more delighted 

for Australia, because your decades of experience will be a major asset to the Organising 

Committee for the Olympic Games Brisbane 2032.  

 

There is no other NOC President in the world today who has brought the Olympic Games twice 

to their home country. You are the one and only. Therefore, it is only fitting that your AOC 

Presidency is beautifully framed by two Olympic Games: starting with the unforgettable 

Olympic Games Sydney 2000 at the start of your Presidency and, as your time in office comes 

to an end, with the Olympic Games Brisbane 2032.  

 

Brisbane will be the third time that the Olympic spirit is coming down under to Australia and it 

is truly a team effort that lies at the heart of this project. Thanks to the steadfast commitment 

of the Premier of Queensland, the Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk and Councillor Adrian 

Schrinner, the Right Honourable Lord Mayor of Brisbane, the Brisbane 2032 vision plan fit into 

long-term strategies for social and economic development in Queensland and Australia. They 



 10 

fully reflect the goals of Olympic Agenda 2020 and 2020+5 for sustainable and economically 

responsible Olympic Games.  

 

Brisbane will be inspiring the next generation of youth. This is one of the reasons why I 

appointed Kirsty Coventry as Chair of the Brisbane 2032 Coordination Commission, who is here 

with us today. Kirsty is leading a new generation of IOC Members. Even in 2032 she will not yet 

be close to my age today.  

 

Nevertheless, Kirsty brings a rich experience to her role: five-time Olympian; double Olympic 

champion; Chair of the IOC Athletes’ Commission, bringing athlete representation in the IOC 

to new heights; influential IOC Executive Board Member and successful Minister for Sport in 

her home country of Zimbabwe. She will be a great guide and partner for Brisbane 2032.  

 

Therefore, all the elements for successful Olympic Games Brisbane 2032 are in place – even 

more so, with John playing a pivotal role in the Organising Committee.  

 

John, you can take great pride in the fact that you are handing over an AOC that is leading by 

example in so many ways.  

 

From the success of the Australian athletes, to organising Olympic Games Brisbane 2032, to 

the unwavering commitment of the Australian Olympic community to our mission to make the 

world a better place through sport: you set the course for a bright future for Australian sport.   

Dear John – or should I call you “mate” -  in the Olympic Movement we know a lot about unique 

individuals.  

 

You may not be have the grace and elegance of Cathy Freeman and you may not have the 

dynamism of Dawn Fraser, but you are truly a “one off”. You have changed the face of the 

Olympic Movement here in Australia. You are a champion, my friend. 

 

As a token of our deep gratitude for everything you have done for Olympic sport in Australia 

and worldwide, it is my great pleasure to present to you the IOC President’s Trophy, which 

reflects the motto of your Olympic life. 


